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Upcoming Research Seminars

Autumn 2010 Seminar:
The IAFA Autumn seminar will be hosted by University College Dublin.  Details will be circulated to members as soon as they have been finalised.
24th Annual IAFA Conference 2011: Call for Papers

Deadline for submission: 28th February 2011.
University College Cork will host the 24th annual conference of the Association a little earlier than is customary on 28th/29th April 2011.  The deadline for submission of abstracts or completed papers is the 28th February 2011.  Decisions on paper acceptances will be communicated by 28th March 2011 (see www.iafa.ie for further details).

Abstracts: Abstracts should state the title of the research work and summarise the purpose, methodology and initial conclusions.  This should be no longer than ¾ of one A4 page.  The abstract should also contain the following:
· Name of author(s)

· Institution

· Contact name, address, email and telephone number
Papers: As a guide, conference papers should be no longer than 6,000 words and printed on A4 paper, using double line spacing, Arial font type, size 12.  
Registration: Conference registration forms will be available shortly from the IAFA website.  

Further information: Conference delegates should monitor the conference section of the IAFA website on a regular basis for updates on the annual conference.  The primary contact is Steve O’Callaghan at UCC:  Steve.OCallaghan@ucc.ie
IAFA Doctoral Colloquium 27th April 2011
Calling all PhD students
In conjunction with the IAFA Annual Conference, the association will host a Doctoral Colloquium on 27th of April.  Further details will be made available in due course on the “Annual conference” link on the IAFA website.
In addition to providing an opportunity for students to present and discuss their research, participants in the colloquium may be eligible to enter a competition for research funding.  

Doctoral Research Funding Competition

The Doctoral Research Funding Competition invites entrants to apply via a specific application form, available on the IAFA website (www.iafa.ie).  The competition is open to all registered IAFA members who are undertaking research toward a Masters or Doctoral qualification.  The proposed research must contribute to the aims of the IAFA.  A prize fund of up to €5,000 is available in 2011. 

Applicants must submit a fully completed application form, by no later than the call for papers date for the IAFA Annual conference (28th February 2011).  Applicants must present at the IAFA Annual Doctoral Colloquium event, where the result will be decided, and the successful applicant must present their research findings at the following year’s IAFA Doctoral Colloquium. 
IAFA Doctoral Funding 2010: Report from Stewart Smyth
I attended the IAFA doctoral colloquium for the first time in May 2010.  The colloquium has a friendly and supportive feel.  Having recently moved back to Ireland, it was a great opportunity to meet fellow doctoral students and in the process stories were swapped and ideas and advice shared.  There is a strong sense of supporting and encouraging each other.  For example, after I had finished my presentation Rosemary Kelly from WIT handed me a piece of paper where she had noted down the questions I had been asked.  We also heard from last year’s successful doctoral funding students.  This kind of shared experience can be invaluable, especially in keeping motivation levels high. 

Of course there was also work to be done and this came in two forms.  Firstly, we had two presentations from established academics (Professors Patricia O’Brien and Sven Modell).  I found the session by Professor Modell of particular relevance dealing with key methodological issues in qualitative research.  Secondly, there were presentations from fellow doctoral students.  These presentations were then critiqued by Professors Modell and Ballantine, who also made constructive comments while other students asked questions.  The questions could be quite challenging but were always stimulating. 

I would make one final point on the doctoral research fund competition.  As public funding of higher education is reduced over the coming years, the ability of academics (new and old) to secure research funds from external sources will become more important.  Having an opportunity to go through the process of completing a funding application will undoubtedly stand me in good stead.
Stewart Smyth

Lecturer, Queen’s University Management School

Applications for IAFA Scholar

Calling all PhD students

Each year, as part of the organisation of the Annual Conference, the Irish Accounting and Finance Association invites submission of papers to be considered for the IAFA Scholar Bursary.  Papers are welcome from any area of accounting and finance for consideration for this award.

The deadline date for submission of papers for consideration is 28th February 2011. For further details please see the website www.iafa.ie.

Report on the AAA Doctoral Consortium 2010 in Lake Tahoe, California

Each year the IAFA may nominate a candidate to represent the association at the American Accounting Association’s (AAA) Deloitte J. Michael Cook Doctoral Consortium held in Lake Tahoe, California. In 2010 I was the fortunate recipient of the IAFA nomination. The consortium was attended by 96 doctoral students, including four international students, 16 faculty members and Janet Butchko, Foundation and University Relations Manager with Deloitte LP. 
The consortium is hosted at the Granlibakken Conference Centre and Lodge, an idyllic location, just a stone’s throw from Lake Tahoe itself. The event opened on the evening of Wednesday June 16th with a welcome dinner, during which I met some of my fellow delegates, followed by a presentation from Nancy Begranoff (President of the AAA). 

The consortium proper commenced on Thursday morning and continued for three days, during which a variety of academics presented their research followed by Q&A time which inevitably resulted in lively debate.
There were also some breakout sessions during which doctoral students in groups of 12, facilitated by a faculty member, had more informal discussions about the presentations of the day or our own research. The days’ sessions concluded at 5pm. After dinner the group re-assembled for panel discussions on more career oriented topics relating to publishing and obtaining tenure. 

In a way that is difficult to express, attendance at the AAA consortium is just one of those experiences that I believe will stand to me as an academic. It offered a fascinating international insight into the world of academia and academic publishing and afforded me the opportunity to forge potentially useful links with international researchers. While, exposure to areas outside of my discipline was interesting and often refreshing, I found it particularly useful to meet with students who shared my research interests and in particular my methodological perspective. Qualitative research is certainly perceived as alternative by most US academics. I had fun convincing them of its merits, though I am not sure how successful I was!

I am extremely grateful to the IAFA for affording me the opportunity to attend the AAA Doctoral Consortium and I would encourage anybody to attend in the future.  I am grateful to Prof. Bernard Pierce for his ongoing support and guidance. Thank you to the faculty members and doctoral students for making it such an engaging and informative experience, and finally I would like to thank the organisers of the AAA Consortium for all of their efforts and, in particular, for taking such good care of the international students. 
Orla Feeney, Dublin City University

The Irish Accounting Review Invites Submissions
The Irish Accounting Review (‘IAR’) is published by the Irish Accounting and Finance Association as part of the process of fulfilling its objective to advance accounting and related disciplines in the education and research fields in the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland.  The IAR’s policy is to publish suitable papers in any of the areas of accounting, finance and their related disciplines.  Papers in all categories of scholarly activity are considered, including (but not limited to) reports on empirical research, analytical papers, review articles, papers dealing with pedagogical issues, and critical essays.  

The IAR aims to reflect the range of research interests of the community of accounting and finance academics in Ireland and internationally.  As such the IAR accepts and publishes papers covering a wide range of topics in accounting and finance.  Research traditions in financial reporting, management accounting and finance have been well-represented in the IAR.   However, other areas of accounting and finance scholarship in Ireland are less well-represented.  These include areas such as, for example, accounting education, critical and social research paradigms, ethics and taxation.  Papers in these areas are always welcome for submission to the IAR.

Furthermore, the IAR is quintessentially the journal of the IAFA and serves the community of scholars which is embodied by the Association.  In that context, in a recent issue of the IAR, Hyndman and Ó hÓgartaigh (2009, p. 64) suggest ‘that experienced researchers – as a measure of leadership of the discipline – have an obligation to continue to support colleagues by nurturing new researchers in this context and to strengthen the community of academics to which they belong through the journal that plays a role in developing that community’.

All submissions that pass an initial editorial scrutiny are subject to double-blind refereeing.

We look forward to receiving submissions to The Irish Accounting Review which should be made to either:

Noel Hyndman, 

Queen’s University Management School.
e-mail: n.hyndman@qub.ac.uk

or

Ciarán Ó hÓgartaigh, 

UCD Quinn School of Business.
e-mail: ciaran.ohogartaigh@ucd.ie

Report on the IAFA Annual Conference 2010

The University of Ulster hosted the 23rd Annual Conference of the Irish Accounting and Finance Association at the Belfast Campus on May 6th and 7th, 2010. 

The conference was attended by approximately 110 delegates, with academics participating from the Irish Universities, Institutes of Technology and international delegates from as far afield as Canada, the USA and France.  The latest research in accounting and finance was discussed with 46 papers presented covering a variety of specialisms that included finance (An Analysis of FTSE100 Membership Changes, Interaction Effects of Earnings, Dividends and Capital Gearing Signals and the Financial Policies and Practices of Companies listed on the Irish Stock Exchange), public sector accounting (The Impact of the Economic Downturn on Public Private Partnerships and The Evolution of UK Charities Statement of Recommended Practice), and issues related to accounting education (such as The Impact of a Work Placement Year on Student Final Year Performance: An Empirical Study, and Student Expectations of Studying Introductory Accounting Modules: A Review of the First Year Experience).  Professor Richard Barnett (Vice-Chancellor) opened the Conference with a Welcome Address, while Professor Michael Bromwich from the London School of Economics presented a paper on behalf of CIMA on the topic of Developments in Management Accounting: Past, Present and Future.  A plenary address entitled ‘Securitization, Transparency and Failure Risk’ was presented by Professor Patricia O’Brien (University of Waterloo, Canada). 
The full volume of Conference Abstracts is available for download from the IAFA website.
The conference exhibitors included BPP, the Institute of Chartered Accountants and Chartered Institute of Management Accountants.  Special mention goes to the Chartered Institute of Management Accountants, who were the main sponsors of the Conference.

The ‘green’ theme of the Conference, started in 2007, was continued, with minimal waste and energy usage.  Paper was eliminated by the provision of available research papers to each conference delegate using the IAFA website – it was part of an experiment designed to see if material sent by conference presenters could be made available for download/printing by delegates – this material contained the equivalent of over 2,000 pages of information. 

In summary, the Belfast-based conference was a stimulating and enjoyable event.  The good attendance at the conference signifies the importance of the IAFA’s role in the academic accounting and finance community in Ireland and we look forward in anticipation to the 24th IAFA Annual Conference in University College Cork, on the 28th and 29th April, 2011.

David McAree, University of Ulster, Magee Campus
Report on the Annual IAFA Doctoral Colloquium 2010:

In conjunction with the 2010 Annual Conference, the IAFA doctoral colloquium was held at the University of Ulster, Belfast Campus on 5th May, 2010.  It was attended by approximately 20 participants, who ranged from those contemplating doctoral research to those well advanced in their research activity.

The seminar was facilitated by Professor Joan Ballantine (University of Ulster) and Professor Sven Modell (University of Manchester).  Professor Joan Ballantine introduced the seminar and was followed by Professor Modell who spoke on the issue of ‘Research Paradigms/Methodologies’.  The winners of the 2008-2009 IAFA doctoral seminar competition then presented an update of their research work (Orla Feeney, DCU - The Role of Financial Information in New Product Development; Rosemarie Kelly, WIT - Performance Management in an Irish Acute-care Hospital Setting; and Domenico Campa, UCC - Do Corporation Governance Mechanisms Constrain Earnings Management Differently in Code Law and Common Law Countries?).   This was followed by research presentations from a further six participants who outlined their research projects.  In terms of research interests, the topics presented included performance measurement, professional development, tax legislation, capital budgeting, earnings surprises, corporate governance and the use of accounting information in new product development.   The workshop included a short presentation from Professor Patricia O’Brien, and concluded with a wrap-up session from Professor Ballantine, whereby the participants could avail of feedback and benefit from the experience of Professors Ballantine, Modell and O’Brien respectively.

The key objective of the IAFA Doctoral Seminar is to facilitate the development of a network amongst accounting/finance PhD candidates in Ireland to order to support the development of research activity.  The excellent attendance at the 2010 seminar once again demonstrates the interest among members in sharing in this development.  It is hoped that the Doctoral colloquium will continue to play a key part in the annual IAFA conference.  The following PhD students received funding for their research under the Doctoral Research Funding Competition: Rebecca Maughan, Stewart Smyth, Graeme Banks and Corina Sheerin.  In addition, the IAFA Scholarship was awarded to Stewart Smyth.  All participants expressed enthusiastic and wholly positive feedback and look forward to the next IAFA doctoral event which will take place on 27th April 2011 hosted by University College Cork.

Professor Joan Ballantine, University of Ulster

Accounting Education: An International Journal

CALL FOR PAPERS 
Sustainability in Accounting Education

Accounting Education: an international journal, the official education journal of the IAAER, invites submissions for a themed issue on sustainability in accounting education. The United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014) seeks to integrate the principles, values and practices of sustainable development into all aspects of education and learning at universities. The integration of sustainability in accounting curricula has also been spurred on by the climate change debate. Accounting for sustainability is now part of professional accounting institutes’ examination syllabi. The challenge for accounting educators is to design and deliver programmes that reflect current thinking and practices in sustainability whilst educating students to critically examine ways of thinking and techniques that have contributed to society’s sustainability problems. 

Submissions should be original work which investigates an aspect of sustainability in accounting education.  The guest editors are amenable to quality research in any paradigm including, for example, field or experimental investigations, archival or survey research, interpretive or critical studies and case study research.  Integrating sustainability in accounting education is a pressing global challenge, so we also encourage international studies.  The following list is indicative of topics of interest but is not intended to be exhaustive: 

· Embedding sustainability in the curriculum 

· Interface of institutional sustainability policies and sustainability in the curriculum

· Sustainability skills: stakeholders’ perceptions

· Sustainable education of academics 

· Aligning sustainability skills with graduate employment needs

· Engaging stakeholders in curriculum design to integrate sustainability in the curriculum

· Assessing approaches and methods to teaching sustainability  

The deadline for submissions is 30 June 2011 with publication currently scheduled for 2012.  Early submissions are welcome, and potential contributors are encouraged to notify us of their interest. Submissions should be made electronically in accordance with AE’s policies and style and sent to both guest editors:

Associate Professor Maria Cadiz Dyball,              Department of Accounting and Finance, Macquarie University Sydney, NSW, Australia 2109

Email: maria.dyball@mq.edu.au 

Ian Thomson, Department of Accounting and Finance, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, Scotland G4 0LN

Email: i.h.thomson@strath.ac.uk
IAFA Membership Renewal

If your membership has lapsed, or you wish to join the IAFA for the first time, please submit an application form (available from www.iafa.ie or the Membership Secretary at: emer.curtis@nuigalway.ie). The current fee is €35 (£25 sterling or other monetary equivalent).

Newsletter Sponsorship

As you have by no doubt noticed, this newsletter has been kindly sponsored by CPA Ireland.  The council, on behalf of the membership, would like to acknowledge CPA Ireland’s generosity. 

CPA Ireland has a long history of supporting the IAFA and we look forward to continued collaboration with them. Further details on CPA Ireland’s activities can be obtained on www.cpaireland.ie.

Diary Dates

· 15th November 2010: Deadline for submission of papers for the 2011 EAA doctoral colloquium
· 31st December 2010: Deadline for submission of papers or abstracts for the 2011 BAA conference.
· 28th February 2011: Deadline for submission of papers for the IAFA Annual Conference 2011.
· 28th February 2011: Submission date for papers for consideration for IAFA Scholar.

· 1st March 2011: Deadline for submission of papers for the British Accounting Association’s Fifteenth Annual Financial Reporting and Business Communication Conference, University of Bristol, 7th/8th July 2011
· 12th–14th April 2011: BAA Annual Conference and Doctoral Colloquium, Aston Business School
· 16th-19th April 2011: EAA Doctoral Colloquium, Siena, Italy

· 20th-22nd April 2011: EAA Annual conference, Siena, Italy

· 27th April 2011: IAFA Doctoral Workshop hosted by University College Cork
· 28th/29th April 2011: IAFA Annual Conference hosted by University College Cork
· 7th/8th July 2011: The British Accounting Association’s Fifteenth Annual Financial Reporting and Business Communication Conference, University of Bristol

· 6th–10th August 2011: AAA Annual Conference, Denver, Colorado.
This issue of the IAFA News was edited by Dr. Elaine Doyle.  Contributions/ news items for the next issue of IAFA News should be sent to:  

Dr. Elaine Doyle, 
Department of Accounting and Finance, Kemmy Business School,

University of Limerick,

Limerick

Tel: + 353 (0) 61 234 203

Elaine.Doyle@ul.ie
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