


THE IRISH ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE
ASSOCIATION

OBJECTIVES

The Irish Accounting Association was founded in 1987 to bring
together academics from all parts of Ireland in order to advance teach-
ing and research in accounting and related disciplines; in 1991 the name
and objectives were changed to include Finance.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership is open to those engaged in teaching, research, or edu-
cational administration in accounting, finance or related disciplines and
to those engaged in similar activities acceptable to the Council for
membership purposes.

The Association now has members in virtually all third-level colleges
which employ accounting and finance academics in both Northern Ire-
land and the Republic of Ireland. The annual membership fee is IRE20.

COUNCIL

The affairs of the Association are managed by a Council elected at the
annual general meeting. The Council for 1996/97 is:

CHAIRMAN:

Brian Morris Dundalk Regional Technical College
SECRETARY:

Bernard Pierce Dublin City University
TREASURER:

Ede! Barnes University College Cork
MEMBERS:

Niamh Brennan University Callege Dublin

Philip Mcllkenny University of Ulster at Jordanstown
Donal McKillop The Queen’s University of Belfast
Gerard O'Donnell Tralee Regional Technical College
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Philip O’'Regan University of Limerick
Bernadette Shannon  DIT Rathmines
Keith Warnock University College Galway

All enquiries regarding membership should be addressed to Dr Bernard
Pierce, Business School, Dublin City University, Glasnevin, Dublin 9,
Ireland.

EDITORIAL POLICY

The Irish Accounting Review is published by the Irish Accounting and
Finance Association as part of the process of fulfilling its objective to
advance accounting and related disciplines in the education and re-
search fields in the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. The
Review's policy is to publish sujtable papers in any of the areas of
accounting, finance and their related disciplines. Papers in all categories
of scholarly activity will be considered, including {but not limited t0)
reports on empirical research, analytical papers, review articles, papers
dealing with pedagogical issues, and critical essays.

All submissions which pass an initial editorial scrutiny will be subject to
double-blind refereeing. Referees will be asked to assess papers on the
basis of their relevance, originality, readability and quality (including,
for empirical work, research design and execution). In determining
relevance, the editors will be influenced by the Association’s objectives;
thus, papers reporting on empirical work will be viewed more favour-
ably if they deal with data relevant to those working in Ireland. Simi-
larly, papers that have previously formed the basis of a presentation at
the Association’s annual conference will be particularly welcomed.

All submissions to The Irish Accounting Review should be made to
gither:

Noel Hyndman

School of Management

University of Ulster at Jordanstown

Newtownabbey

Co Antrim BT37 0QB

Northern Ireland

or

Keith Warnock

Department of Accountancy and Finance
University College Galway

Galway

Republic of Ireland

Notes for Contributors are contained on pages 145-146.
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AN ANALYSIS OF ACCOUNTING
AT SECOND LEVEL

Marann Byrne and Pauline Willis
Dublin City University

ABSTRACT

For many students studying accounting at third-level, this is not their
first exposure to the subject. Their experience of the subject at second-
level is likely to influence their expectations and their approach to the
subject at third-level. Third-level accounting educators need to be
aware of and understand the second-level environment if they are io
maximise the learning experience of their students.

This paper examines first-year business students’ experiences of ac-
counting at second-level. A questionnaire was distributed to all first-
year students in Dublin City University Business School. An analysis of
the responses revealed that the majority of teachers do not cover the
full syllabus and that many students decide themselves to omit further
topics when preparing for the Leaving Certificate examination. The
analysis also revealed that students rate the Accounting paper as more
predictable than examination papers in other subjects. An analysis of
past Leaving Certificate Accounting papers supporis the students’
views on the predicability of the papers.

INTRODUCTION

Second-level education covers a critically-important period in the lives
of young adults in developing their educational experience, by equip-
ping them with the skills and attitudes to become self-reliant and self-
motivated learners.

































































































































































































































